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ST VINCENT DE PAUL — CANNING VALE PREMISES 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [2.25 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house about the state government’s role in supporting St Vincent De Paul Society in the construction of its 
new premises in Canning Vale. We are all familiar with the great work that has been undertaken by Vinnies over 
many years in our community, providing clothing, household items, accommodation and support for individuals 
experiencing severe and enduring mental illness and homelessness. 

Established in Western Australia in 1865, St Vincent de Paul is widely known and highly respected as one of the 
largest providers of community services in WA and a leader in social policy reform. In the last five years, 
Vinnies has contributed $81.5 million to help people in the community who are doing it tough, and the demand 
for its services is predicted to increase in the next decade. The existing depot in Osborne Park was built some 
25 years ago and although it has served Vinnies well, this facility, which services all 49 of the Vinnies shops and 
last year delivered 32 000 household items, has reached its capacity. 

I am pleased to advise the house that this morning I attended the sod-turning ceremony for St Vincent de Paul 
Society’s new home in Canning Vale, which will help the organisation meet the growing demand for its services. 
This new $15 million facility will see the organisation’s head office, distribution centre and warehouse housed in 
one location. A central facility provides the society with an opportunity to build upon and promote its profile, 
and to increase its service capacity to help some of Western Australia’s most vulnerable people. Importantly, it 
will provide a conducive work environment for over 60 staff and 180 volunteers and a base for the delivery of 
vital services including the emergency relief call centre, specialist youth and financial counselling services, and 
corporate support functions. I can advise that $5.7 million in Lotterywest funding was granted to help with 
construction of the premises. Vinnies will retain existing facilities and clinical staff at the Vincentcare 
accommodation service in Woodvale and Tom Fisher House in Highgate, where staff and volunteers provide 
accommodation and support for individuals experiencing severe and enduring mental illness, including the 
homeless. 

I extend my thanks and congratulations to Vinnies, not only for the great work it does in our community, but also 
for taking on this grand-scale building initiative to ensure that its service continues and responds to the growing 
needs of our community. 
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